Bible readings 6 December
A reading is from 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you know very
well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are saying, “Peace and
safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labour pains on a pregnant woman, and they will
not escape.
4

But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5
You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the
darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to
the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a
helmet. 9 For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ. 10 He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.
This is the word of the Lord: thanks be to God

A reading from Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,[a] the Son of God,[b] 2 as it is written in Isaiah
the prophet:
“I will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way”[c]—
3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness,
‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
make straight paths for him.’”[d]
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him.
Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his
message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with[e] water, but he will baptize you with[f] the Holy
Spirit.”
This is the word of the Lord: Thanks be to God

