Bible readings 20 December
A reading is from 2 Peter 3:10-18
10 But

the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements
will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.[a]
11 Since

everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to
live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming.[b] That day will
bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in
keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where
righteousness dwells.
14 So

then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless,
blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation, just as our
dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all
his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to
understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own
destruction.
17 Therefore,

dear friends, since you have been forewarned, be on your guard so that you may not be
carried away by the error of the lawless and fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever!
Amen.
This is the word of the Lord: thanks be to God
A reading from Luke 1.26-38
26 In

the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favoured!
The Lord is with you.”
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favour with God. 31 You will conceive
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over
Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
34 “How

will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

35 The

angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her
sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”
38 “I

am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left

her.
This is the word of the Lord: Thanks be to God

